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From the Commissioner 

Welcome to the first edition of ACNC Quarterly, designed 
to provide you with the latest updates from the ACNC as 
well as tools to help you comply with ACNC legislation. 
We’ve sent this newsletter to all charities registered with us. 
Check your charity’s listing on the ACNC Charity Register 
at acnc.gov.au/findacharity

Thank-you to all 43 000 charities who submitted their 
2013 Annual Information Statement. By submitting the 
2013 Annual Information Statement, charities are helping 
build the ACNC Register, which gives members of the public 
and donors an insight into the work of the charitable sector. 

Submitting the Annual Information Statement is also a 
legislative requirement. In the coming months we will be 
working with the Australia Taxation Office to issue financial 
penalties to organisations who have failed to submit their 
2013 Annual Information Statement, unless they act quickly. 
For more information visit acnc.gov.au

Charities are now also able to submit their 2014 
Annual Information Statements. These are mostly due 
by 31 December 2014 or 30 June 2015 depending on 
your charity’s reporting period. We have included some 
information on important changes to this year’s Annual 
Information Statement, including the new requirement for 
charities to provide financial information and governing 
documents. Financial information is valued by donors 
and grantmakers when they are assessing who to fund.

I hope you enjoy the inaugural edition of ACNC Quarterly, 
and we welcome your feedback via email to 
communications@acnc.gov.au

Good wishes

Susan Pascoe AM
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Get on the front foot 
with 2014 reporting

Charities can now submit their 
2014 Annual Information Statement 
online through the ACNC Charity 
Portal. We have worked hard 
to keep the form easy to use, 
for example by pre-populating 
it with information previously 
submitted. A key difference to last 
year’s statement is that charities 
now need to provide financial 
information.

To get started, you need to:
1.    Have your portal login and 

key details (charity size, 
reporting period, names of 
responsible persons) ready 
(unless pre-populated).

2.    Work out whether your 
charity is a ‘basic religious 
charity’ (a very specific type 
of religious charity but not all 
religious charities).

3.   Make sure you also know:

 – your charity’s activities 
for the reporting period

 – how your charity pursued its 
purpose, and who it helped

 – any employees or 
volunteers working for 
your charity

 – any reporting to other 
agencies – in some cases, 
you may only need to 
report once

 – your charity’s finances 
during the reporting period 
and whether you need to 
provide reviewed or audited 
financial reports.

The 2014 Annual Information 
Statement is due within six 
months of the end of your charity’s 
reporting period. For charities 
reporting on the standard 1 July 
to 30 June financial year, the 
Annual Information Statement 
is due by 31 December. 

Myth-busting
Some charities are asking if they still need to 
lodge their 2013 or 2014 Annual Information 
Statement, because they’ve heard the ACNC 
will be abolished. 
We are clear: until you are notified otherwise, all registered charities are 
legally required to comply with the obligations under the ACNC Act, and 
this includes lodging the Annual Information Statement. The government 
has tabled part of the legislation required to repeal the ACNC, however 
until this legislation and other yet-to-be-tabled legislation is passed by 
the Parliament of Australia and has come into operation, the ACNC will 
continue to regulate charities and perform its legislative functions, as it is 
legally required to do.

Charity activity 
at a glance

 ■ More than 80% of the 
expected 50 000 charities 
required to lodge have 
submitted their 2013 
Annual Information 
Statement. Well done!  
More   
acnc.gov.au/2013AIS

 ■ 5 000 organisations 
we think are no longer 
operating or have wound 
up will be removed 
from the register in the 
coming months.  
More   
acnc.gov.au/whereareyou
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It’s a good time to…
 ■ Start preparing your 
2014 Annual Information 
Statement. 

 ■ Use the Charity Portal 
to make sure your 
organisation’s responsible 
persons details and 
governing documents are 
up to date.

 ■ Check out our free 
guidance tools including 
Governance for good, 
our guide to help your 
charity achieve its mission 
and comply with its 
obligations. Visit  
acnc.gov.au/tools

SUBMIT

   For more information, visit   
acnc.gov.au/2014AIS

https://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Manage/Ongoing_Obs/Basic_rel_ent/ACNC/Edu/Basic_rel_char.aspx
https://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Manage/Ongoing_Obs/Basic_rel_ent/ACNC/Edu/Basic_rel_char.aspx
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Manage/AIS/ACNC/Report/2013AIS_intro.aspx?noleft=1
http://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FindCharity/Where_are_you/ACNC/OnlineProcessors/Online_register/Where_are_you.aspx?noleft=1
http://acnc.gov.au/tools
http://www.acnc.gov.au/2014AIS
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Latest research and 
compliance trends

 ■ According to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics’ (ABS) latest stats, non-profit 
institutions contributed nearly $55 billion 
to the economy in 2012–13, an increase 
of $22 billion from 2006–07.  
More  
acnc.gov.au/research

 ■ The ACNC actively engages with other 
regulatory agencies, including those 
overseas, to identify and investigate 
ongoing risks areas within the charity 
sector. This includes terrorism and other 
criminal activity, failures of governance 
and private benefit. 
More   
acnc.gov.au/compliancedecisions

 ■  The ACNC’s first revocations involved 
former charities whose operations were 
found not to be solely charitable. 
More   
acnc.gov.au/mediareleases

 ■ Curtin University will soon be releasing 
a report analysing information from about 
40 000 registered charities. 

NSCOA: Not just  
another acronym
The National Standard Chart of Accounts (NSCOA) is 
a data entry tool and data dictionary that can be used 
by charities to record and report accounting information 
using accounting categories and terms. It is accepted 
by all Australian government agencies who may seek 
information from not-for-profits. This adaptable tool:

 ■ helps with consistency if you must report in 
multiple jurisdictions or to different agencies

 ■  reduces the time and cost of preparing 
financial information

 ■  makes it easier for finance staff and volunteers 
to service multiple charities, and

 ■  facilitates data comparison and benchmarking 
across the sector.

More   
acnc.gov.au/nscoa

non-profit institutions 
contribute to the economy

$55billion

Ask ACNC
To date, 3 000 charities have registered to 
attend our free #AskACNC information sessions that 
have been running through August and September. 
Register your interest for upcoming sessions at  
acnc.gov.au/AskACNC

Queensland Victoria New South Wales

Rockhampton 
23 September

Ballarat 
30 September

Wollongong 
7 October

Toowoomba 
24 September

Broadmeadows 
2 October

Albury 
8 October

REGISTER NOW

http://www.acnc.gov.au/Research
http://www.acnc.gov.au/compliance
http://acnc.gov.au/mediareleases
http://acnc.gov.au/nscoa
http://www.acnc.gov.au/AskACNC
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Reducing the regulatory 
burden on charities
The ACNC has been proactive 
in identifying ways to reduce  
red-tape as part of our ‘report once, use 
often’ framework. We have developed the 
Charity Passport for use by government 
agencies, commissioned a survey by 
Ernst and Young to measure the baseline 
of red tape imposed on the sector and 

identify target areas, and will accept 
financial reports submitted to 
state and territory regulators as 
meeting our requirements for the 
2014 reporting period.

More   
acnc.gov.au/redtapereduction

“ Report 
once... 
use 
often”

© Copyright 2014 

You are free to copy, adapt, modify, transmit and distribute this material 
as you wish (but not in any way that suggests the ACNC or the 
Commonwealth endorses you or any of your services or products).

Connect with ACNC
Keep up to date with Australian Charity and  
Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) news by 
signing up to our email news updates at  
acnc.gov.au/signuptoemailalerts

You can also ask questions, get the latest information 
and network with other charities on social media:

Facebook 
acnc.gov.au

LinkedIn Aussie 
Charities & NFPs

Twitter 
acnc_gov_au

YouTube 
acncvideos

acnc.gov.au/contact

The ACNC Advisory Board, chaired 
by Mr Robert Fitzgerald AM, supports 
and advises our Commissioner. The 
Board meets quarterly and will visit 
each state and territory over a two 
year period.

Each time the Board meets, they hold community forums 
to speak with representatives of the local charitable sector.

The next Advisory Board meeting will be in Perth on 
6 and 7 November.

Helping you this quarter
 ■ Do a quick health check of how 
well you are meeting your charity 
obligations with our new self-
assessment compliance test. 
More  
acnc.gov.au/tools

 ■ Keep an eye out on our 
website for our new template 
constitution for companies 
limited by guarantee. 
More  
acnc.gov.au/tools
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